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AME^^DMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims avUI replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claim 1 (Canceled), 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of debiting 
fimds ftom said financial account of said first party further comprises holding said funds in 
an escrow accoxmt until an escrow release event has transpired, and wheiein the method 
further comprises the step of releasing said fiinds f5rom said escrow account prior to the step 
of disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second party. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein holding said fimds in 
an escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired comprises holding said fiinds 
in an escrow account until an occurrence of at least one of a receipt by said first party of said 
at least one of goods, services, ef and other valxze &om said o e oond party shipping agent and 
a l^e of a predefined period of time within which said first party may evaluate said item 
goodo, florvio e s, or other voluo received from said oooond party shipping agent . 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherem receiving from at least 
one of said first party and said second party a request to debit a financial account associated 
ivith said first party comprises receiving a request to debit a financial account associated with 
said first party selected from the group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand 
deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein disbursing said funds 
to a financial account associated with said second party comprises disbursing said fimds to a 
financial account associated with said second party selected fi*om the group consisting of a 
transaction card account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, a digital cash account, and 
a money market account. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of facilitating commercial transactions, said 
method comprising the steps of: 
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registering at l e ast on e of a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
Avith said first party; 

receiving, fi'om at least one of said first party and said second party, a request to debit 
a financial account of said first party to effectuate a tron^aotion purchase of an item between 
said first party and said second party; 

receiving fi-om at least one of said first party and said second party transaction 
information relating to said transaction between said first party and said second party; 

determining whether said transaction is acceptable based \q>on at least one of said 
transaction information and said request to debit said financial accouiit associated with said 
first party; 

providing a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, said shipping 
agent configured to provide at l e ast on e of goods, s e ndees, and other it e ms of valu e transmit 
said item fr om said second party to said first party; 

causing said item to be received by said shipping agent from said second party: 
debiting fimds from said financial account of said first party; 
causing said item to be delivered bv said shipping agent to said first party: 
disbursing said funds to a financial accoxmt associated with said second party; and 
crediting said funds to said financial account associated with said second party. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein providing said transaction 
mechanism with a financial account identifier for identifying a finaiK^ial account associated 
with said first party comprises providing a financial account identifier selected from the 
group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account number. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wiierein registering at least one 
of said first party and said second party comprises providing said transaction mechanism 
with a financial accoxmt identifier for identifying a financial account associated with said 
second party. 

9. (Original) The. method of claim 8, wherein providing said transaction 
mechanism with a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
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vnih said second party comprises providing a financial account identifier selected from the 
group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account number. 

10, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein receiving transaction 
information relating to said transaction ftom at least one of said first party and said second 
party comprises at least one of receiving a financial account identifier associated with the 
financial account associated with said first party and receiving a financial aocoxmt identifier 
associated with said financial account associated with said second party. 

Claims 11-14 (Canceled) . 

15, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, fiirther comprising the step of 
receiving notificatio n, bv said transaction mechanism fix)m said shipping aeent that said first 
party has received said at least one of goods, services, er and other value shaped from said 
aooond part^*^ to coid firat party shipping agent 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of 
providing an intermediary to facilitate said transaction between said first party and said 
second party* 

Claim 17-18 (Canceled). 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of providing a 
shipping agent further comprises maintaining by said transaction mechanism at least one of 
said first party's and said second party's identity and address in confidence with respect to 
either said first or said second party. 

Claim 20 (Canceled). 

21. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, \^iierein in response to a 
transaction request from at least one of said first party and said second party, said transaction 
mechanism debits fimds firom a financial account associated with said first party, holds said 
funds in an escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired, releases said funds 
from said escrow account, and then disburses said fimds to a financial account associated 
with said second party. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein said escrow release 
event comprises at least one of receipt by apurchasor bv said first party of said at least one of 
goods, services, et and other value from a o e ll e r said shipp ing a^ent and the lapse of a 
predefined period of time within which said purohooor first party may evaluate said at least 
one of goods, services, ef and other value received fiom said shipping agent . 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said financial account 
associated v^dth said first party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction card 
account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said financial account 
associated with said second party is selected from the groiq) consisting of a transaction card 
account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and digital ca^h account, and a money 
market account. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for transferring financiaF tender fix)m a 
financial account associated with a first party to a financial account associated with a second 
party, comprising; 

a transaction mechanism configured to communicate with a first party and a 

second party, 

whoroin said transaction mechanism is corifigured to receive registration 
information from at looat — ono of said first party and said second party r e gistration 
informatio n, said registration information providing said tronoaotion meohoniom with af4oost 
Ofie including a f mancial account identifier to identify at l e oot ono a^financial account 
associated with at l e aot ono of said first party and said second party, 

wh e rein said transaction mechanism is configured to communicate with a 
financial account associated with said first party and a financial account associated with said 
second party, and 

wh e r e in^ in response to a tronoootion purchase request for an item from at least 
one of said first party and said second party, said transaction mechanism is configured to 
debit fimds from said financial account associated with said first party and disburse said 
fimds to said financial account associated with said second party, whereiii said transaction 
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request includes transaction infonnation relating to a transfer of funds between said first 
party and said second party, and wherein said transaction mechanism auth^ticates at least • 
one of said first party and said second party based upon said transaction information; and 

Q shipping Qgont ossooiatod ^vith said transaction mechanism provides a shipping 
gggn fe - Qoid shipping ag e nt configured to ^e^4de receive said item at loogt on e ^f - goodo^ 
s ervices, ond oth e r it e ms of valu e from said second party and transmit said item to said first 
party. 

Claims 26-37 (Canceled), 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with a 
plurality of processing instructions to facilitate commercial transactions, said processing 
instructions directing a computer to perfomi a method comprising the steps of: 

registermg at l e ast on e of a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a fitiancial accoimt associated 
with said first party; 

receiving, from at least one of said first party and said second party, a request to debit 
a financial account of said first party to effectuate a transaction purchase of an item between 
said first party and said second party; 

receiving from at least one of said first party and said second party transaction 
information relating to said transaction between said fust party and said second party; 

determining vAether said transaction is acceptable based upon at least one of said 
transaction information and said request to debit said financial account associated with said 
first party; 

providing a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, said shipping 
gg fi'^t configured to provid e at l e oat one of goods^ s e rvices, and other itomg of voluo transmit 
said item from said second party to said first party; 

causing said ite m to be received by said shipping agent from said second party; 
debiting funds from said financial account of said first party; 
causing said ite m to be delivered bv said shipping aeent to said first partv: 
disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second party; and 
crediting said funds to said financial account associated with said second party. 
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Claims 39-52 (Canceled). 

53. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said central processor 
further is operative with a transaction mechanism to hold said funds in an escrow Account 
until an escrow release event has transpired and to release said funds from said escrow 
account prior to disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second 
party. 

54. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, further comprising a network 
interface in communication with said central processor via a system bus. 

55. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said storage device 
comprises a customer transaction records database and a customer information records 
database. 

56. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, v^erein said memory 
comprises a risk management module, a transaction control module, and an authentication 
module. 

57. (Currently Amended) A device for transfening financial tender from a 
financial accoimt associated with a first party to a financial account associated with a second 
party, which device comprises: 

a central processor; 

a storage device in communication with said central processor via a system bus; 

a memory coi^Ied to said central processor, wherein said memory includes an 
operating system for storing and executing a program which controls operation of said 
central processor; 

wherein said central processor is configured to operate with a transaction mechanism 

to: 

receive from at least one of said first party and said second party a request to debit a 
fjiwicial account of said first party to effectuate a ta^onsacti e a purchase of an item between 
said first party and said second party, wherein said financial account associated with said fu'st 
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party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand deposit 
account, a credit line, a digital cash account, and a money market account; 

receive from at least one of said first party and said second party transaction 
information relating to said transaction between said first party and said second party; 

determine whether said transaction is acceptable based upon at least one of said 
transaction information and said request to debit said financial account associated with said 
first party; 

debit fiinds from said financial account of said first party; 
disburse said funds to a financial account associated with said second party; and 
operate with a shipping agent associated with said transaction medianism, wherein 
said trans action mechanism is configured to provide receive said item at l e ast on e of good s , 
p e rvioofl> and otb e r - it e mo of valuo fix>m a computing device of said second party and transmit 
said item to a computing device of said first party, 

58. (Original) The device of claim 57, wherein said financial account associated 
with said second party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction card accotuit, a 
demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

Claims 59-60 (Canceled), 

61. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein said item comprises at least one of a 
goodi service, and other item of value. 

62. (New) The system of claim 25, wherein said item comprises at least one of a 
good, service and other item of value. 

63. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, wherein said item 
comprises at least one of a good, service and other item of value. 

64. (New) The device of claim 57, wherein said item comprises at least one of a 
good, service and other item of value. 
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